
 

At the end of this lesson stu-

dents should be able to: 

Identify ways in which hu-

mans have changed their 

environment. 

Appreciate the diversity of 

plants and animals found in 

Elmwood Park. 

Compare and contrast  how 

modern and ancient people 

utilize natural resources for 

both their livelihood and 

pleasure. 

Explain why marine fossils 

are found where there is dry 

land today in Elmwood 

Park. 

Identify a least two groups 

of animals that have be-

come extinct through history 

and describe the theories 

that explain their extinction. 

Teacher Resources 

Web links:  

Syracuse Department of 
Parks and Recreation  
<www.syracuse.ny.us/parks/
parks/elmwood.html> 

Baltimore Woods Nature Cen-
ter  

<www.baltimorewoods.org/  

PRIôs Mastodon Matrix Project 
<www.priweb.org/mastodon/
matrix_project.html> 

PRIôs Teacher-Friendly Guide 
to Northeast Fossils  
<www.priweb.org/ed/TFGuide/
NE/fossils/ne_fossils_main.htm> 

Elmwood Park BioBlitz 2003  
<www.esf.edu/efb/bioblitz/bioblit
zres03.htm> 
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Elmwood Parkôs Story, 
If these stones could talké 

Lesson Plan Goals  

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If 
these stones could talké is 
a lesson plan designed for 
fourth and fifth graders.  The 
program uses Syra-
cuseôs Elmwood 
Park as a spring-
board to go back in 
geological time and 
learn: 

why many of the 
stones used in 
the bridges and 
stonework have 
fossils of ancient 
sea animals in 
them; 

how the park was 
carved by glacial 
melt water; and 

why the bridges were 
built and by whom.  

Elmwood Park is located in 
the city of Syracuse, NY 
(see Figure 1 [p. 2]).  It is 
arguably one of the most 

beautiful parks the city has 
to offerðrich in forest and 
stream biota, geologic his-
tory, and marvelous stone-

work built by the New Deal 
era work relief crews.  

This lesson plan embraces 
the many benefits of 
having urban green 
spaces by focusing 
on a combination of 
subject areas.  It is 
intended to connect 
students with a local 
and geological his-
tory of Syracuse, 
foster an awareness 
and appreciation for 
the amazing diver-
sity of plants and 
animals that reside 
in the park (and 
thus, city) boundary, 
and excite them 

about the history of their own 
backyard through hands-on 
learning and creative fun! 

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If these stones could talk:   
A Lesson Plan  
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Billy B, the Nature Song and Dance Man, celebrates 
urban parks with the song, Green Spaces, Green 
Places, found on his recently released CD, Nature 

in the  City.  

Urban Green spaces can be a place to enjoy 
through play, picnicking, and studying the natural 
world.  They can also be used as an opportunity to 
study both the natural and human history of an area.  
In this lesson plan, we focus on the Yellowstone of 
Syracuse (Elmwood Park) to highlight this history. 

Elmwood Park is located in the southwest area of 
the city of Syracuse, NY (see map on p. 2).  

This lesson is intended to connect students with a 
local and geological history of Syracuse, foster an 
awareness and appreciation for the amazing diver-
sity of plants and animals that reside in their 
neighborhood! 

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If these stones could talk:   
Background for Teachers  

Students enjoy a Billy B concert in Elmwood Park.  

Where is Elmwood Park?  

Elmwood Park is located in the southwest area of the 

city of Syracuse, NY.  It is in close proximity to Com-

munity General Hospital and is bounded by Glenwood 

Ave., Elmwood Ave., Fairfield Ave., and Craddock St.   

Elmwood 

Park  

To learn more about Elmwood Park, 

continue reading this lesson plan and 

visit the following: 

City of Syracuse Department of 

Parks and Recreation 

<www.syracuse.ny.us/parks/parks/ 

elmwood.html> 

Centers for Nature Education at  

Baltimore Woods  

<www.takeahike.org/Elmwood.shtml> 
Map showing location of Elmwood Park in Syracuse, NY.  

Source:  Mapquest <www.mapquest.com> 



 

Fossil Identification  
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Take a Field Trip  

 

Vocabulary  
 

BioBlitz  

Caribou 

Cast 

Chert  

Distillery  

Eroded  

Evaporate  

Foundry  

Fossil  

Glacier  

Iroquois  

Limestone  

Litter Blitz  

Marine  

Mastodon  

Matrix  

Nomads 

Temperance  

The Great Depression  

Tree of Peace  

Tundra  

Field trips can help reinforce concepts learned through this 

lesson.  Here are a few local field trip ideas: 
 

ELMWOOD PARK  

Take a walk through Elmwood Park! Have students look 

for things described in the timeline (p.3), like:  

stonework bridges 

stairs and walls 

the mill 

Furnace Brook 

fossils in the stones 
used in the stonework 

Elmwood Park website: 
<www.syracuse.ny.us/parks/parks/ 
elmwood.html>. 

THE SALT MUSEUM  

The Salt Museum at Onondaga Lake 

Park can help students learn how peo-

ple took advantage of this natural re-

source in Syracuse and why Syracuse 

is nicknamed Salt City.   

Call 315-453-6712 or visit the Salt Mu-

seum website: <www.onondagacountyparks.com/ 

parks/salt_museum/>. 

 

MUSEUM OF THE EARTH 

The Museum of the Earth, in 

Ithaca, NY, is an excellent mu-

seum with many examples of ex-

tinct animals including the Masto-

don.   

Call 607-273-6623 or visit their 

website: 

<www.museumoftheearth.org/>. 

Match the fossil drawings below with their correct names from the list provided.   

This is a good in-class ñstarter activityò before a field trip to Elmwood Park or the 

Museum of the Earth.  Also see Activity 2 (p. 9). 

A.  Pelecypod  

B.  Brachiopod  

C.  Crinoids  

D.  Gastropods  

E.  Trilobite 

2. ____ 

1. _____ 

3. ____ 

4. ____ 

5. ____ Answers:  1C, 2A, 3E, 4D, 5B 
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Elmwood Parkôs Timeline 

~ 4,600 million years ago The earth is formed. 

 

~ 1,000 million years ago Ancestral Adirondack Mountains are formed. 

 

~ 420 million years ago  Inland seas evaporate leaving salt deposits in Syracuse.  (ACTIVITY 1) 

 

~ 400 million years ago  Inland seas return leaving marine (sea) fossils and limestone in Syracuse.  (ACIVITY 2) 

 

~ 200 million years ago  Dinosaurs are abundant, but their remains are not  found in Central New York. 

 

~ 1.2 million years ago  The last glaciation period begins in Central New York.  The Finger Lakes are eroded by 

    the advancing glacier. 

 

~ 13,000 years ago Meltwater from the last remains of the melting glacier carve many deep channels in 

Syracuse.  The valley where Elmwood Park is now located is an example of  a channel 

cut by Central New Yorkôs glacial meltwaters. 

 

12,000 ï 9,000 years ago Paleoindian nomads roam through the spruce tundra landscape that remains after the 

glaciers retreat.  They use spear and arrow points made from the chert nodules found in 

the Onondaga Limestone to hunt woolly mammoth, mastodons, and caribou.  

(ACTIVITY 3) 

6,000 ï 3,500 years ago Archaic hunters used tools of stone, antler, copper and bone.  They made seasonal 
camps in the mixed pine forests that dominated Central New York.  They hunted deer, 
fish and gathered food in these camps.  (ACTIVITY 6) 

              Continued on page 5. 

Drawing of a Mastodon.  

Source:  Paleontological Research Institution 

<www.priweb.org/mastodon/matrix_contact_info.html>  
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Late 15
th
 century The Iroquois Confederacy is formed.  The original five nations join forces under the Tree 

of Peace along the shores of Onondaga Lake.  (The Tree of Peace is the white pine 
tree where, according to Iroquois legend, the Great Peacemaker made the original five 
nations together in peace.) 

 

1722 The Tuscaroras join the Iroquois Confederacy, also known as the Haudenosaunee. 

 

1806 Nicholas Mickles takes advantage of the water power of Furnace Brook and builds a 
foundry near where the stone mill building now sits. 

 

1812 Furnaces located within the nearby foundry cast cannonballs, shot and shell for the War 
of 1812.  The creek along which this furnace was built is later named ñFurnace Brookò. 

 

1848 The current stone mill building is constructed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elmwood Parkôs Timeline (continued from page 4)  

The Stone Mill Building in Elmwood Park.  
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1889ð1895   William Pardee develops a ñtemperance pleasure resortò where Elmwood Park now 
    stands.  Furnace Brook is dammed to create lakes where swan boat rides are offered.  
    The park also has a merry-go-round, restaurant, dance pavilion, ice-cream parlor and a 
    rifle range.  The temperance resort remains open until most of it is destroyed by fire in 
    1895.   

1896ð1900 The land that will become Elmwood Park is bought by Billy McGlory, a man with a repu-
tation as the ñwickedest man in New York.ò  McGlory plans to turn it into a ñConey Island 
type amusement place.ò  He succeeds in building a theater, but neighbors rally against 
him and he is denied a liquor license and sells the property in 1900. 

 

1900ð1909 The land is sold to William Dwyer, who leases it to Jack Boone in 1908 to develop a 
resort called ñDreamland Parkò.  Dreamland Park has trouble competing with the thriving 
resorts that were located along the west shore of Onondaga Lake.  Summer floods and 
a fire in 1909 bring an end to the resort era.  (ACTIVITY 4) 

 

1910ð1927 The ñYellowstone of Syracuseò that will become Elmwood Park is left to revert to nature.  
During this time the section of Furnace Brook between the dam in Elmwood Park and 
Onondaga Creek is put underground in culverts.  By 1925, the entire culvert between 
the Elmwood dam and Onondaga Creek is reconstructed.  According to local legend, 
the stone mill was used as a distillery in the 1920s. 

Elmwood Parkôs Timeline (continued from page 5)  

Swan boats were used by visitors in Elmwood Park between 1889 ð1895. 
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1927 Elmwood Parkôs 26.5 acres of land is acquired by the City of Syracuse and made a city 
park. 

 

1931ð1935 The Great Depression leaves many unemployed.  Government programs called the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) and Temporary Emergency Relief Administration 
(TERA) put people in Syracuse to work in Elmwood Park building roads, bridges, and a 
picnic pavilion overlooking Furnace Brook. 

 

 

 

1963 The 41-acre Elmwood Park Extension is purchased by the City of Syracuse. 

 

1966 Professor Ketchledge from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
notes that ñthe diversity of woody plants in the parké is greater than that found in any 
natural forest area of comparable size anywhere within the county.ò 

 

1981 Roads inside Elmwood Park are closed due to vandalism. 

 

Early 1990ôs Students from Corcoran High School conduct water monitoring studies in Furnace 
Brook and find the brookôs water quality is excellent. 

Illustration of the beautiful stonework bridges that were built during the Great Depression.  

Elmwood Parkôs Timeline (continued from page 6)  
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1994 The Elmwood Park Neighborhood Association is formed to improve Elmwood Park.  
They sponsor park clean-ups, advocate for repairs, and offer walking tours. 

 

2002 The Nature in the City program is initiated by Baltimore Woods Nature Center.  This 
brings Roberts and Elmwood Elementary students to Elmwood Park for hands-on learn-
ing.  (ACTIVITY 5) 

 

2003, May Students and faculty at the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry con-
duct a BioBlitz at Elmwood Park and discover 661 species of plants and animals during 
a 24-hour period (Activity 7). 

 

2003, June  Students from Roberts Elementary School perform a Litter Blitz in Elmwood Park.  They 
pick up enough litter during their 90-minute blitz to fill five, large plastic garbage bags. 

 

2003, October Billy B performs the worldôs premier of the Nature in the City show in four Syracuse City 
elementary schools. 

 

2004, Spring Baltimore Woods Nature Center and Billy B are awarded the EPA  
Environmental Quality Award for the Nature in the City program.  Billy B performs the 
show in Elmwood Park for Roberts and Elmwood Elementary students.  Syracuse Park 
Commissioner Driscoll shows up in his ñLitterbugò car for the concert. 

 

Today Fill in what is happening now in Elmwood Park. 

 

Tomorrow What part will you play in Elmwood Parkôs history in the future? 

Students from Roberts School explore Furnace Brook.  

Elmwood Parkôs Timeline (continued from page 7)  


