
 

At the end of this lesson stu-

dents should be able to: 

Identify ways in which hu-

mans have changed their 

environment. 

Appreciate the diversity of 

plants and animals found in 

Elmwood Park. 

Compare and contrast  how 

modern and ancient people 

utilize natural resources for 

both their livelihood and 

pleasure. 

Explain why marine fossils 

are found where there is dry 

land today in Elmwood 

Park. 

Identify a least two groups 

of animals that have be-

come extinct through history 

and describe the theories 

that explain their extinction. 

Teacher Resources 

Web links:  

Syracuse Department of 
Parks and Recreation  
<www.syracuse.ny.us/parks/
parks/elmwood.html> 

Baltimore Woods Nature Cen-
ter  

<www.baltimorewoods.org/  

PRIôs Mastodon Matrix Project 
<www.priweb.org/mastodon/
matrix_project.html> 

PRIôs Teacher-Friendly Guide 
to Northeast Fossils  
<www.priweb.org/ed/TFGuide/
NE/fossils/ne_fossils_main.htm> 

Elmwood Park BioBlitz 2003  
<www.esf.edu/efb/bioblitz/bioblit
zres03.htm> 
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Grades 4 and 5 

Elmwood Parkôs Story, 
If these stones could talké 

Lesson Plan Goals  

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If 
these stones could talké is 
a lesson plan designed for 
fourth and fifth graders.  The 
program uses Syra-
cuseôs Elmwood 
Park as a spring-
board to go back in 
geological time and 
learn: 

why many of the 
stones used in 
the bridges and 
stonework have 
fossils of ancient 
sea animals in 
them; 

how the park was 
carved by glacial 
melt water; and 

why the bridges were 
built and by whom.  

Elmwood Park is located in 
the city of Syracuse, NY 
(see Figure 1 [p. 2]).  It is 
arguably one of the most 

beautiful parks the city has 
to offerðrich in forest and 
stream biota, geologic his-
tory, and marvelous stone-

work built by the New Deal 
era work relief crews.  

This lesson plan embraces 
the many benefits of 
having urban green 
spaces by focusing 
on a combination of 
subject areas.  It is 
intended to connect 
students with a local 
and geological his-
tory of Syracuse, 
foster an awareness 
and appreciation for 
the amazing diver-
sity of plants and 
animals that reside 
in the park (and 
thus, city) boundary, 
and excite them 

about the history of their own 
backyard through hands-on 
learning and creative fun! 

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If these stones could talk:   
A Lesson Plan  



Page 2 Elmwood Parkõs Story, 

Billy B, the Nature Song and Dance Man, celebrates 
urban parks with the song, Green Spaces, Green 
Places, found on his recently released CD, Nature 

in the  City.  

Urban Green spaces can be a place to enjoy 
through play, picnicking, and studying the natural 
world.  They can also be used as an opportunity to 
study both the natural and human history of an area.  
In this lesson plan, we focus on the Yellowstone of 
Syracuse (Elmwood Park) to highlight this history. 

Elmwood Park is located in the southwest area of 
the city of Syracuse, NY (see map on p. 2).  

This lesson is intended to connect students with a 
local and geological history of Syracuse, foster an 
awareness and appreciation for the amazing diver-
sity of plants and animals that reside in their 
neighborhood! 

Elmwood Parkôs Story, If these stones could talk:   
Background for Teachers  

Students enjoy a Billy B concert in Elmwood Park.  

Where is Elmwood Park?  

Elmwood Park is located in the southwest area of the 

city of Syracuse, NY.  It is in close proximity to Com-

munity General Hospital and is bounded by Glenwood 

Ave., Elmwood Ave., Fairfield Ave., and Craddock St.   

Elmwood 

Park  

To learn more about Elmwood Park, 

continue reading this lesson plan and 

visit the following: 

City of Syracuse Department of 

Parks and Recreation 

<www.syracuse.ny.us/parks/parks/ 

elmwood.html> 

Centers for Nature Education at  

Baltimore Woods  

<www.takeahike.org/Elmwood.shtml> 
Map showing location of Elmwood Park in Syracuse, NY.  

Source:  Mapquest <www.mapquest.com> 


