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Welcome to the Nature in the City Program! 

What is        

Nature in the City? 
Nature in the City is a program designed to link 

urban schools with neighborhood green spaces 

through environmental education. Baltimore Woodsô 

multi-faceted Nature in the City program introduces 

students in grades K - 5 to  nature-based science in 

their neighborhoods through classroom and green-

space lessons and the music of Billy B. Brennan. 

Based in Syracuse, NY, the program provides the 

opportunity for students to: 

 

Make or strengthen their 

connections to the natural world. 

Build scientific literacy through 

hands-on/minds-on activities        

that link state standards to           

their surroundings. 

Develop sensible stewardship for 

their neighborhood green-spaces. 

 

 

 

 

The programs outlined in this brochure have been 

developed to be a sequence of lessons with a 

common learning objective and theme. Each 

program is designed to reinforce concepts from the 

previous program while introducing to your students 

new ways to apply those concepts. 

How does Nature in the City fit 
with the New York State Learning 
Standards? 
Baltimore Woods has developed their nature 

education programs to correlate with current NYS 

learning standards and Syracuse City School District 

science curriculum. Programs chiefly focus on and 

support Standard 4: The Living Environment. BWNC 

provides opportunities for students to have direct 

experiences with the living environment by bringing 

nature education into the classroom. 

  

What is Baltimore Woods Nature Center? 

Baltimore Woods Nature Center, Inc. (BWNC) is a not-for-profit          

(501(c)(3)) environmental education organization whose headquarters     

are located  at Baltimore Woods in Marcellus, New York, about 12     

miles west of Syracuse.   

What Baltimore Woods doesÚ 

Baltimore Woods is a not-for-profit organization that offers people of all 

ages opportunities to enjoy and learn about nature first-hand in a positive 

environment that encourages lifelong respect for nature, for others, and   

for self. BWNC offers a Nature Interpretation Center, a 182-acre nature 

preserve, and six miles of  hiking trails at Baltimore Woods that are open 

to the public from dawn to dusk 365 days a year free of charge. 

CCCONTACTONTACTONTACT   IIINFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATION 

 Address  Baltimore  Woods                    

    Nature Center, Inc 

  4007 Bishop Hill Road

  P.O. Box 133 

  Marcellus, NY 13108 

 Phone 315.673.1350 

 Fax 315.673.3671 

 Website

 www.baltimorewoods.org 

 E-mail    

 Katie@baltimorewoods.org 

http://www.takeahike.org/nature_city_lessons.shtml
http://www.takeahike.org/BillyB.shtml
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Program Overview 

Online Lesson Plans 

Additional educational support is provided with online NITC Lesson 

Plans available for download at www.baltimorewoods.org and use in 

your classroom. The following lesson plans contain a variety of 

activities to select from: 

LESSON PLAN 1: A Year in the Life of a  

 Red-Winged Blackbird 

LESSON PLAN 2: It's Here Again, the Peregrine! 

LESSON PLAN 3: Sweet Rewards!    

 A Maple Sugaring Game 

LESSON PLAN 4: The Urban Crow Controversy! 

LESSON PLAN 5: Elmwood Park's Story,   

 if these stones could talk... 

NITC Coloring and Activity Book 

Nature in the City 
Background Information 

City parks and green-spaces within walking distance of schools are 

overlooked resources containing an array of cultural, ecological, and 

historic assets.  They serve as a springboard to teach skills and 

cultivate a love of learning and sensible stewardship. 

In 2002, Baltimore Woods created Nature in the City to showcase 

urban ecology and engage young children in learning about the 

culture, geography, natural resources and ecology of their 

neighborhoods. In October 2003, Billy B. Brennan, the Natural 

Science Song and Dance Man, gave the premier performances of the 

Nature in the City show he created with BWNC in Syracuse.  

Awards 
Nature in the City is an award winning program. It has received:  the 

Environmental Quality Award, the highest recognition that the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) bestows 

on any organization (2004), the Museums for America Award from 

the Federal Institute of Museum and Library Services (2004), and 

the Women Taking the Lead to Save Our Planet Award from the 

Syracuse Commission for Women (2009). 
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http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/lesson_RWB.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/lesson_RWB.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/lesson_The_Peregrine.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/MapleGame2b.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/MapleGame2b.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/070730_Crow.pdf
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http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/070730_ElmwoodParkStory.pdf
http://www.takeahike.org/Lessons/Activity_Book.pdf
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Teacher Information 

Program Logistics 
 
Program LengthðNature in the City programs are typically 

1 hour in length. If your program is outdoors, consider arranging for 

chaperones so that there is at least one adult for every 12 students. 

Teachers are responsible for supervision at all times and are expected to 

remain with the class for the entire program. 

 

Preparing for an Outdoor Program 
 
Students, teachers, and chaperones should dress according to the 

weather. In inclement weather outdoor activities may be shortened, but 

unless the weather is severe we will still go outside. Please have students 

wear hats, gloves, boots, and coats in the cold weather and rain gear 

when needed. Clothes and apparel may get dirty or wet on outdoor 

programsðplease advise your students of this. 

 

Field Trip Funding Opportunities 
 
TransportationðNature in the City programs are performed within the 

City of Syracuse limits to encourage awareness and appreciation for the 

nature each child is exposed to on a daily basis. Should a field trip be 

arranged, transportation to the program location is the responsibility of 

the teacher or school. 

Funding for transportation can be arranged through the Onondaga 

Environmental Institute (http://www.onlakepartners.org/p2101.html),   

or by applying for a Target Field Trip Grant, see Teacher Resources 

under the NITC section of our website www.baltimorewoods.org. 

 

Cancellation Policy 
 
Baltimore Woods will make every attempt to reschedule programs 

cancelled due to school closings. We cannot guarantee rescheduling and 

the scheduled hours will be considered program hours for your school in 

the event that we cannot reschedule. In the case of severe weather, 

Baltimore Woods will determine if the program should be cancelled. 

BWNC honors school snow cancellation policies.  
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Kindergarten 
These seasonal programs introduce students to the natural world all around them. 

It's Alive (or is it?) 

Fall/Outdoor 

Help your students become aware that everything that makes up their 

world is either living or non-living. Our exploration begins in the 

classroom and then works its way outside, as we travel to a local green 

space, searching for living and non-living items all along the way. 

* This program may begin with a visit from our mascot Miss Hiss, a 

Northern Pine Snake, or one of our new Eastern Box Turtles. 

 

Sensing Nature 

Winter/Indoor & Outdoor 

Why do birds call? Why are plants green? What does fur feel like? 

Students will engage in a variety of interactive sensory activities, 

including an outdoor nature walk, to discover the answers to these  

natural mysteries.  

 

 

Habitat Hunt 

Spring/Outdoor 

Animals need certain habitats to survive. Students will learn what a 

habitat is and discover the different animals that live in their 

neighborhood habitats. Students will match animals with their preferred 

habitat. This activity includes an outdoor walk for students to explore and 

search for the variety of animal habitats around them that go so 

frequently overlooked. 

* Optional Extension:  NITC Coloring and Activity Book, ñWhich 

Animals Donôt Live in the City?ò 

 

Learning Standards:   

Living Environment 

Key Ideas I, V, & VI 
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Grade 1 
These programs examine the natural patterns surrounding students each season. 

Pumpkin Circle 

Fall/Outdoor 

Get in the fall spirit with some pumpkin science! Like all living things, 

pumpkins have a life cycle. Students discover this circle of life by 

reading The Pumpkin Circle together and participating in a relay race that 

follows the plant from seed to pumpkin to seed again. The program 

concludes with math and measurements as students make estimates about 

key pumpkin characteristics, such as how many seeds are inside a 

pumpkin! 

 

The Snowflake Bentley Story 

Winter/Indoor & Outdoor 

Bentley is credited with discovering the fact that no two snowflakes are 

alike. See Bentleyôs photographs and discover the different shapes and 

symmetry that make each snowflake unique! Students will be read to 

from the richly illustrated book, Snowflake Bentley, and play ñSnowflake 

Shuffleò to test their observation skills. A discussion of liquids, solids, 

and crystals will help students understand how snowflakes are made. 

Students make snowflake collecting apparatuses that can be used to study 

snowflake symmetry first-hand.   

 

Maple Magic 

March/Outdoor, will need to meet BWNC staff at green space. 

Meet us at your local green space to study the magical transformation of 

sunlight into sweet maple syrup. Using up-close observations of maple 

trees and a real demonstration of the maple sugaring process, students 

will learn about life cycles, seasonal patterns, and states of matter. The 

program then concludes with a sweet reward, students get a taste of real 

maple syrup made right here in Central New York! 

*Optional Extension: NITC Lesson 3: Sweet Rewards! and/or a field trip 

to the Baltimore Woods sugarbush. 

Learning Standards: 

Living Environment 

Key Ideas I, III, & IV 


