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Peregrines continued

Nesting pairs of peregrines had estab-
lished nests in the upstate cities of
Rochester, Binghamton, Albany and
Buffalo over the last 10 years, but not
until the spring of 2004 did Syracuse

boast its own nestin
peregrines are named
0OFancyo. They succe

eleven chicks over the last three years
from their nest or scrape on the 23rd
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syracuse’s Peregrine Falcons
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Drawing and Learning About Peregrine Falcons

In this exercise students will draw a
peregrine falcon free hand, while listen-
ing to the teacher read about the fal-

Have the students draw the body of
the falcon. Students should continue to
draw the body part described which is

conds physical c¢har a:inbold lettering.
tations. Peregrines have small heads , one of
Materials: Whi t e paper (8 manyofitsadaptations that allow them

larger), pencil with eraser, crayons or
markers: black, yellow, blue, gray,
brown

to fly fast.

The falcon has a powerful hooked
beak which is used to kill and eat its
To be read by teacher: A peregrine prey. The beak also has a notch near
falcon is a raptor o
raptor is a carnivorous bird that shares

three characteristics:

characteristic of all falcons.

The peregrine has large dark brown
eyes which allows him to see 6 times
sharper than a human.

Keen eyesight

A hooked beak
The peregrine falcon has yellow legs
and large yellow feet with 4 toes per
foot . Black curved talons are found
at the end of each toe. These strong
feet and talons are used to strike the
falconds prey in fl
carry it to a perch to eat.

Eight sharp talons (or claws)

Other raptors which can be found in
central New York include kestrels,
owls, hawks and even eagles.

Students should get out their white
paper, pencil and crayons.

The long pointed wings extend to the
tip of the tail when the bird is at rest.

A peregrine falcon is about 15 to 20
inches long, about the size of a crow.

Banding the

Background : The young peregrine
falcons are banded by the New York
State Department of Conservation
(DEC) when they are about three weeks
old. Birds are banded so that wildlife
biologist can learn more about them.
For example: Where do the juvenile
falcons go after they leave Syracuse?
How long do they live? Where will they
set up their own nest or home? The
lightweight aluminum bands are made
to fit a falcon leg and are placed on the
right leg of each chick. The bands do
not hurt the bird. It is similar to hu-
mans wearing a bracelet. Each band
has a unique number. Unless the bird
is captured, this band is rarely read
again until the bird dies. Often a sec-
ond colorful band is placed on the left
leg which may have repeated large

St ate Tower

live in Canada. You can find out more
about Juliet and Thunder by visiting

the following websites http://
www.peregrine -foundation.ca/tops/
osler.html and http://www.peregrine -
foundation.ca/tops/canada.html _respec-
tively.

DEC wildlife staff banding fal-

the tip of the upper beak which is a A

The wings outstretched are 36 -40
inches from ti
shapedo6 wings
hour with its quick powerful wing
strokes and 200 miles per hour when it
dives or goes into its stoop.

Students should now finish by coloring
their peregrine falcon with other distin-
guishing characteristics:

Head: Adults are black/dark gray
plumage on crown or cap with black
moustache . White cheeks and chin.
Yellow ring around outside of eye and
cere (area of beak closest to head). The
beak is dark at tip.

Breast: The upper breast feathers are
white. Lower breast and thighs are
white/light brown with black spots and
bars (horizontal small lines)

Wings & Back:
gray.

Have the students share their drawings
and show them a photograph of a pere-
grine falcon. Do their falcons look like
the photograph?

The wings are bluish

Eyasses (alias students) show off
their band s.

an eyas or falcon chick. Adults then
place a numbered aluminum foil band
on each studentds

p-to ti
hel p i

right

numbers or letters on it that can be cons. ful band with a letter on it on their left
read with a good pair of binoculars or a leg. Teachers can also weigh, measure
telescope. This allows people to identify Activity:  This activity is designed for rfmd record |,nformat|on on each of their
the bird when it is living free. These kindergarten and 1 st grade students to ceyaso. Have your stud
colorful bands were used to identify two help them understand bird banding. on Syracuse Post Standard in early
of Fancy and Gr ouc h o 8Eachstadensipte Gomegup with a name  June. The newspaper usually reports
in 2005, Juliet and Thunder, who now and a reason for their chosen name for on the banding and the naming of the
new falcons.
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